
 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
January 22, 2023 
 
Reading 1 
Is 8:23—9:3 

 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 

 
Reading 2 
1 Cor 1:10-13, 17 

I urge you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,  that all of you agree 
in what you say, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the 
same mind and in the same purpose. For it has been reported to me about you, my 
brothers and sisters, by Chloe’s people, that there are rivalries among you.  I mean that 
each of you is saying, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,”  or “I belong to Cephas,” 
or “I belong to Christ.” Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you 
baptized in the name of Paul? For Christ did not send me to baptize but to preach the 
gospel, and not with the wisdom of human eloquence, so that the cross of Christ might not 
be emptied of its meaning. 
  
Gospel 
Mt 4:12-23 or 4:12-17 

 
HOMILY: 

From an article in Religion News Service from May 2021, “The Rev. Kerri Parker, executive 

director of the Wisconsin Council of Churches, whose member organizations include about 2,000 

churches and a million Christians, has been concerned about the stresses clergy have been under 

since 2020. Last summer [of 2020], the council surveyed clergy and found about a quarter said they 

were considering retiring or leaving the pastorate due to the stresses of ministry during COVID—

the intense level of conflict and criticism about how they had handled pandemic protocols.  In a 

recent follow-up survey [May 2021], said Parker, about a third of respondents said they were 

considering their options or thinking about leaving.” Leaving …to do what?  In the same article, 

one minister went back to school to become an English teacher.  Another pastor of nearly 25 years 

is now a real estate agent.   

 

In the Catholic world, the deep sense of vocation that underpins the priesthood (“you are a priest 

forever”) makes “considering other options” less prevalent.  So, in general, Catholic pastors remain 

in ministry—but the divisions described in the article just cited certainly exist and have dogged 

Catholic churches equally as in the churches of our Christian brothers and sisters.  And…the 

description of the acrimony does ring true even here at St. Edward. The spiritual trauma of the 

pandemic (division and discord) have definitely severed members from our parish family. When we 

might be tempted to think that “good Christians” ought to get along, centuries of history tell another 

story.  We continue to need a savior that is the “Prince of Peace.” 

 

Indeed, the recent and rancor and current divisions are nothing new.  Hear the words of St. Paul 

from the first decades of the Christian faith: “I urge you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree in what you say, and that there be no divisions among 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/8?23
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you, but that you be united in the same mind and in the same purpose.” The wild port city of 

Corinth was rife with conflict and division.  And St. Paul urges them to unity “in the name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ,” to “be united in the same mind and in the same purpose.”  

 

Consider how our society reacts to divisions.  It reacts politically, by seeking to persuade just 

enough into one’s camp to produce a slim majority, and then to impose its will by force of 

power. The current close margins in national and state legislative bodies have shown this to be 

the case.  But…this cannot be the way with us, the followers of Jesus.  Instead of trying to 

persuade some to join “our camp,” we are to renounce “camps” altogether, and instead join the 

“camp” of Jesus Christ. In the words of St. Paul, we do not belong to “Paul” or “Apollos” or 

“Cephas,” but, all of us, to Jesus Christ.  There is the meeting point of unity—in Christ.  When 

divisions seem permanent and hopelessly insurmountable, unity in Christ is the way, the truth, 

and the life. 

 

A personal story.  Ten years ago, just before I came to Waterloo, I experienced a “falling out” 

with a friend and brother priest, for lots of reasons that I never fully understood.  Have you 

ever had an experience like this—even now? We knew our Catholic faith required us to 

reconcile, and we made some good will efforts, but the alienation remained—for over eight 

years.  Then, last year, I attended a parish mission in a parish, the same mission that we later 

sponsored with Blessed Sacrament Church.  It was the first of many overwhelming experience 

of the healing power of the Holy Spirit that have happened to me this last year. Filled with this 

love, I called my friend and we met for lunch.  At the lunch, I shared with him my experience 

and that I had been healed, both spiritually and also physically. Then, knowing his parish was 

hosting the same mission, I told him I would come to his parish for the days of prayer.  At the 

beginning of the mission, I felt impelled to greet my estranged friend, and tell him that I was 

dedicating all of my prayer over the three days to him.  He politely and sincerely accepted my 

gift. Then the Holy Spirit went to work.  A true healing happened, and our friendship was 

restored. We embraced and were restored.  How did it happen?  Did he come my way? Did I go 

his way?  No.  We both leaned into Christ, and, as St. Paul said, the Holy Spirit helped us put 

on the mind of Christ.  The unity was done by the Holy Spirit of Jesus. 

 

So…what about conflict and division in your life?  And what about St. Paul’s command that 

there be “no divisions” among us that we be “unified in …mind…and purpose”? I truly believe 

that we’ll need the Holy Spirit of Christ to bring a unity that we can’t make on our own, as 

seen in my experience with my brother priest.  How? 

 

Ideally, those in conflict pray together in the Holy Spirit, like we are doing right here. What we 

cannot do, with this command, is feed the division and perpetuate it. But, when we sti ll remain 

divided, we need the Holy Spirit to do what we cannot.  

 

So…no surprise:  as it was in the beginning and is now, we need the Prince of Peace:  in our 

church, in our families, in our relationships. Let’s renounce the hurt, the anger, and the pain—

wherever it afflicts us, by asking the Holy Spirit to inhabit us and… at the same time, forcing 

out of us these poisonous things.  And, in the Lord’s good time and in His way, may unity be 

restored—a unity that finds its fullness not in uniformity, but instead diversity unified in the 

Holy Spirit of God.  Let’s start now.  Come to Christ, we poor, divided sinners, and let’s find 

unity and life in Him. He’s our only hope. 

 


